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Saint Francis Preaches to the Birds 

  Father Francis and his companions were making a 

trip through the Spoleto Valley near the town of 

Bevagna. Suddenly, Francis spotted a great number of 

birds of all varieties. There were doves, crows and all 

sorts of birds. Swept up in the moment, Francis left 

his friends in the road and ran after the birds, who 

patiently waited for him. He greeted them in his usual 

way, expecting them to scurry off into the air as he 

spoke. But they moved not. 

  Filled with awe, he asked them if they would stay 

awhile and listen to the Word of God. He said to 

them: “My brother and sister birds, you should praise 

your Creator and always love him: He gave you 

feathers for clothes, wings to fly and all other things 

that you need. It is God who made you noble among 

all creatures, making your home in thin, pure air. 

Without sowing or reaping, you receive God’s 

guidance and protection.”  

  At this the birds began to spread their wings, stretch 

their necks and gaze at Francis, rejoicing and praising 

God in a wonderful way according to their nature. 

Francis then walked right through the middle of them, 

turned around and came back, touching their heads 

and bodies with his tunic. 

  Then he gave them his blessing, making the sign of 

the cross over them. At that they flew off and Francis, 

rejoicing and giving thanks to God, went on his way. 

Later, Francis wondered aloud to his companions why 

he had never preached to birds before. And from that 

day on, Francis made it his habit to solicitously invoke 

all birds, all animals and reptiles to praise and love 

their Creator. And many times during Francis’ life 

there were remarkable events of Francis speaking to 

the animals. There was even a time when 

Saint Francis quieted a flock of noisy birds that were 

interrupting a religious ceremony! Much to the 

wonder of all present, the birds remained quiet until 

Francis’ sermon was complete. 
 

Chapter IX Francis’ Passionate Love—His 
Longing for Martyrdom 

From St Francis of Assisi Omnibus of Sources 
 

  3.  He embraced the Mother of our Lord Jesus with 
indescribable love because, as he said, it was she who 
made the Lord of majesty our brother, and through 
her we found mercy.  After Christ, he put all his trust 
in her and took her as his patroness for himself and his 
friars.  In her honor he fasted every year from the 
feast of Saints Peter and Paul until the Assumption.  
He had an unshakeable love for the Angels who burn 
with a marvelous fire, so that they are taken out of 
themselves to God and long to inflame the souls of the 
elect.  Each year he fasted and prayed in their honor 
for forty days from the feast of the Assumption.  In his 
ardent zeal for the salvation of souls he was 
particularly devoted to St Michael the Archangel 
because it is his task to bring souls before God. 
  The mercy of all the saints, who are like blazing coals 
in God’s temple, enkindled in Francis a divine fire, so 
that he embraced all the Apostles with the greatest 
affection, and especially Saints Peter and Paul because 
of their passionate love of Christ.  In his reverence and 
love for them, he used to keep a special forty-day fast 
in their honor.  Christ’s beggar, Francis had only two 
mites of which he could dispose in generous charity, 
his body and his soul.  But in his love for Christ he 
spent them so uninterruptedly that he seemed to be 
always immolating his body by rigorous fasting or his 
soul by its ardent desire.  In this way he offered a 
visible holocaust like the priest in the court of the 
temple, while burning sweet-smelling herbs on the 
altar of his heart. 

Patty Commerford ofs, minister 

Good St. Francis, you loved all of God's creatures. To you they were your 

brothers and sisters. Help us to follow your example of treating every living thing 

with kindness. St. Francis, Patron Saint of animals, watch over my pet and keep my 

companion safe and healthy. Amen. 
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Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
August 8, 2017 5:00 PM St Otto’s Care Center 

Members present: Patty Commerford, Kathy Hoffman Tax, 
Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt & Sr Georgine 
Larson.  Excused: Jan Rybaski.  Patty opened the meeting 
with prayers from The Ritual.  Sr Georgine read a prayer.           
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved as 
printed in the Herald. 
Treasurer’s report: 
beginning balance 7-11-17 $857.92 
receipts: 
June common fund  $ 52.00 
India family   $  5.00 
July common fund  $ 82.00 
India family   $ 13.60 
July interest   $     .03 
total:    $1010.55 
Disbursements:  
Kathy Hoffman Tax stamps $ 49.00 
Nouis bingo   $ 50.00 
total:    $ 99.00 
Ending balance 8-8-17  $911.55 
Approval of postage for Kathy, postage for Char.  
  Char received a letter of thanks from the family in India for 
the last donation.  She also received a letter from the 
Regional treasurer, Kathy Fraser, requesting copies of the 
finance records for 2016 before the October election.  
  Patty will print an agenda of monthly meetings as the 
Morrison County Record has made errors or eliminated our 
notice for upcoming meetings.   An agreement was made to 
cancel meetings if the weather is below zero or hazardous 
travel.  Positive comments were made for the Nouis Place 
bingo in July.   
  Elections will be held October 10 when Kathy and Tim 
Taormina will be here from the Region.  We must have at 
least 7 members present to hold the election. 
  Oasis Share a Meal will be held Thursday, October 26.  We 
will have the same menu as in the past.  Sign up in 
September. 
  We expect to have a new Spiritual Assistant in January.  
Meeting closed with prayers from The Ritual at 5:45 PM. 
  Gathering at 6:00 PM in the Hearthside Room began with a 
bag lunch.  Members present: Patty Commerford, Kathy 
Hoffman Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt, Rita 
Vosen, David Czech & Sr Georgine Larson.   Excused: Elvira 
Stumpf, Sue Zenzen, Karen Gross, Beverly Nouis, Pam 
Geyer, Jan Rybaski and Kay Voegtle. 
  Patty opened the meeting with prayers from The Ritual.   
Sr George read some information of St Dominic on his feast 
day, born 1170, died 1221 at age 51.  Kathy led the Liturgy  
of the Hours.  We read from The Rule, numbers 12, 13, 14 
with commentary.  Ongoing formation was Exhortation of 
St Francis to the Brothers and Sisters of Penance, expanding 
on and defining The Rule.  The Sunday gospel readings 
were discussed.  Patty led the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.   
Meeting closed at 8:00 PM with prayers from The Ritual.   

Janet Berendt ofs, secretary 
 

Calendar of Events 
September 2017 
4th-profession anniversary-Beverly Nouis, Charlotte 
VanRisseghem, Kay Voegtle, Ann Lochner 
Labor Day 
8th-The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
9th-profession anniversary-Claudia Barnier, Jan Rybaski, 
Sue Zenzen 
12th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Sue Zenzen 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
profession anniversary-Lorraine Burns, Elvira Stumpf 
The Most Holy Name of Mary 
14th-profession anniversary-David Czech 
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
15th-Our Lady of Sorrows 
21st-St Matthew 
23rd-St Pius of Pietrelcina 
29th-Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael 
October 2017 
1st-birthday-Pam Geyer 
Respect Life Sunday 
2nd-The Holy Guardian Angels 
3rd-birthday-Jan Rybaski 
4th-St Francis of Assisi 
7th-Our Lady of the Rosary 
10th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Jan Rybaski 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
11th-St John XXII 
16th-St Margaret Mary Alacoque 
18th-St Luke 
22nd-birthday-Karen Gross 
26th-birthday-Lorraine Burns 
28th-Sts Simon & Jude 
29th-Priesthood Sunday 

  Little is known about St. Matthew, except that 

he was the son of Alpheus, and he was likely born in 

Galilee. He worked as a tax collector, which was a hated 

profession during the time of Christ. 

  According to the Gospel, Matthew was working at a 

collection booth in Capernaum when Christ came to him 

and asked, "Follow me." With this simple call, Matthew 

became a disciple of Christ. 

  From Matthew we know of the many doings of Christ 

and the message Christ spread of salvation for all people 

who come to God through Him. The Gospel account of 

Matthew tells the same story as that found in the other 

three Gospels, so scholars are certain of its authenticity. 

His book is the first of the four Gospels in the New 

Testament. 

  Many years following the death of Christ, around 41 

and 50 AD, Matthew wrote his gospel account. He 

wrote the book in Aramaic in the hope that his account 

would convince his fellow people that Jesus was the 

Messiah and that His kingdom had been fulfilled in a 

spiritual way. It was an important message at a time 

when almost everyone was expecting the return of a 

militant messiah brandishing a sword. 

Feast day—September 21st. 

St Matthew tells us that our Lord commanded:  

“Do no worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself.” 

Waste no time in worry! Satan hopes to trap you for himself!  Instead, 

turn to God in faith, hope and love and God will bless you abundantly! 


